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Realistic Fiction: 

1. Emma’s Yucky Brother by Jean Little and illustrated by 

Jennifer Plecas (2001) 

2. Megan’s Birthday Tree: A Story About Open Adoption by 

Laurie Lears and illustrated by Bill Fransworth (2005) 

3. Murphy’s Three Homes: A Story for Children in Foster 

Care by Jan Levinson Gilman and illustrated by Kathy 

O’Malley (2009) 

4. In My Heart by Molly Bang (2006) 

5. Before You Were Mine by Maribeth Boelts and illustrated 

by David Walker (2007) 

6. Emma’s Story by Deborah Hodge and illustrated by Song 

Nan Zhang (2003) 

7. Jin Woo by Eve Bunting and illustrated by Chris Soentpiet 

(2001) 

 

 

Modern Fantasy: 

1. Nikolai, the Only Bear by Barbara Joosse and illustrated by 

Renata Liwska (2005) 

2. Monster Baby by Dian Curtis Regan and illustrated by Doug 

Cushman (2009) 

3. The Lamb-a-roo by Diana Kimpton and illustrated by 

Rosalind Beardshaw (2006) 

4. Our Twitchy by Kes Gray and illustrated by Mary McQuillan 

(2003) 

5. I Wished for You: An Adoption Story by Marianne Richmond 

(2008) 

6. Maggie Can’t Wait by Frieda Wishinsky and illustrated by 

Dean Griffiths (2009) 

 

 

 

Traditional Literature: 

1. Young Zeus by G. Brian Karas (2010) 

2. The Story of Pinocchio retold by Katie 

Daynes and illustrated by Mauro Evangelista 

(2005) 

3. The Red Thread: An Adoption Fairy Tale by 

Grace Lin (2007) 

4. Thumbelina retold by Brian Alderson and 

illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline (2009) 

5. Chickerella by Mary Jane and Herm Auch 

(2005) 

 

 

 

 

Multicultural/Diverse Literature: 

1. My Mei Mei by Ed Young (2006) 

2. A New Barker in the House by Tomie 

DePaola (2002) 

3. Ten Days and Nine Nights: An Adoption 

Story by Yumi Heo (2009) 

4. King & King & Family by Linda de Haan 

and illustrated by Stern Nijland (2004) 

5. Guji Guji by Chih-Yuan Chen (2004) 

6. In Our Mothers’ House by Patricia Polacco 

(2009) 

 

 

 

Poetry: 
1. Made in China: A Story of Adoption 

by Vanita Oelschlager and illustrated by 

Kristin Blackwood (2008) 

2. Oh, Brother! by Nikki Grimes and  

illustrated by Mike Benny (2008) 

3. Dogku by Andrew Clements (2007) 

4. A Pup Just for Me/ A Boy Just for Me 

by Dorothea P. Seeber and illustrated 

by Ed Young (2000) 

5. Little Miss Spider by David Kirk 

(1999) 

6. We See the Moon by Carrie A. Kitze 

(2003) 

 

 

Informational Books: 

1. We Are Adopted by Jennifer Moore-

Mallinos and illustrated by Rosa M. 

Curto (2007) 

2. An Adoption Alphabet by Sonya 

Corbin Dwyer and illustrated by Dean 

Peckford (2008) 

3. My Family is Forever by Nancy 

Carlson (2004) 

4. Families by Susan Kuklin (2006) 

5. We Belong Together: A Book About 

Adoption and Families by Todd Parr 

(2007) 

 

Historical Fiction & Biography: 

1. A Seal in the Family by Maria 

Coffey and illustrated by Eugenie 

Fernandes (1999) 

2. The Red Blanket by Eliza Thomas 

and Joe Cepeda (2004) 

3. Mommy Near, Mommy Far: An 

Adoption Story by Carol Antoinette 

Peacock and illustrated by Shawn 

Costello Brownell (2000) 

4. Kids Like Me in China by Ying 

Ying Fry  with Amy Klatzin and 

photographed by Brian Boyd, Terry 

M. Fry, and Ying Ying Fry (2001) 

5. And Tango Makes Three by Justin 

Richardson and Peter Parnell and 

illustrated by Henry Cole (2005) 
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Rationale 

 Adoption is an important theme that should be addressed when discussing 

families in the classroom. As Lynch-Brown, Tomlinson, and Short (2011) explain, “it is 

important for children to see families other than the typical mother, father, and two 

children portrayed positively” (p. 153).  We live in a diverse society and our classroom 

literature should represent the families of our world.  Even if there are no adopted 

children in the classroom, students should learn about alternative families.  They should 

be properly educated so that they can be compassionate and respectful to others. 

Literature that reflects accurate and positive representations of adoptive families can be 

very beneficial in creating knowledgeable and caring children.   

 Growing up in a small town, I saw very few alternative families and only knew 

one adoptive family.  When I moved to Regina, I noticed a large population of adoptive 

families and wanted to learn more about them.  This interest lead me to choose 

adoption as my theme for this literature-based unit.  Reflecting on my past, I try to 

imagine what life was like being the only adoptive family in a community.  I am unable to 

recall much literature about adoption in our classrooms.  I believe that this family, 

especially the children, felt lonely and misunderstood.  I think that literature reflecting 

adoptive families would have been beneficial for the family and the rest of the 

community.  This is one of the main reasons I chose to focus on adoption; I want my 

students to understand that all types of families are special. 

 I believe that the books I chose represent a diversity of people, including different 

races, cultures, sexual identities, and family structures.  Another reason why I chose 

adoption is because many of the families are diverse in other ways.  Many of the books 

involve racially mixed families and same-sex couples.  I believe racially mixed families 

are important because they reinforce the fact that we are all people and not simply a 

skin colour.  Also, I believe same-sex couples should be recognized as capable and 

loving parents.  I do not feel that a male and female must be present to effectively raise 

a family.  The literature I chose reflects capable and caring parents that are 

heterosexual, homosexual, and single.   

 When choosing the literature, I imagined using the books in a grade three 

classroom.  However, I believe that students in any grade are at a variety of levels and 

therefore the literature should be, as well.  My idea is supported in the textbook; 

“because children in any elementary-grade class have a wide range of reading abilities 

and interests, you need to provide many different types of books” (Lynch-Brown et al., 

2011, p. 44). Thus, I chose books at a variety of levels so that my students can choose 

books that meet their needs.  Lastly, I would like to conclude with the comment that all 

families truly are special.  Our job, as teachers, is to help all students feel proud of their 

families and realize that they are extraordinary.  
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Curriculum Connections 

 

  

Mathematics 

1. Nikolai, the Only Bear by Barbara 

Joosse and illustrated by Renata 

Liwska (2005) 

2. Ten Days and Nine Nights: An 

Adoption Story by Yumi Heo (2009) 

3. Dogku by Andrew Clements 

(2007) 

4. An Adoption Alphabet by Sonya 

Corbin Dwyer and illustrated by Dean 

Peckford (2008) 

 

 

 

Science 

1. Murphy’s Three Homes: A Story for 

Children in Foster Care by Jan Levinson 

Gilman and illustrated by Kathy O’Malley 

(2009) 

2. The Lamb-a-roo by Diana Kimpton and 

illustrated by Rosalind Beardshaw (2006) 

3. Our Twitchy by Kes Gray and 

illustrated by Mary McQuillan (2003) 

4. Thumbelina retold by Brian Alderson 

and illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline 

(2009) 

5. Guji Guji by Chih-Yuan Chen (2004) 

6. A Seal in the Family by Maria Coffey 

and illustrated by Eugenie Fernandes 

(1999) 

Physical Education 

1. In My Heart by Molly Bang 

(2006) 

2. Made in China: A Story of 

Adoption by Vanita Oelschlager 

and illustrated by Kristin 

Blackwood (2008) 

3. Little Miss Spider by David Kirk 

(1999) 

4. And Tango Makes Three by 

Justin Richardson and Peter 
Parnell and illustrated by Henry 

Cole (2005) 

 

 

Arts Education 

1. Megan’s Birthday Tree: A Story About 

Open Adoption by Laurie Lears and 

illustrated by Bill Fransworth (2005) 

2. Monster Baby by Dian Curtis Regan and 

illustrated by Doug Cushman (2009) 

3. Chickerella by Mary Jane and Herm Auch 

(2005) 

4. Oh, Brother! by Nikki Grimes and  

illustrated by Mike Benny (2008) 

5. We Belong Together: A Book About 

Adoption and Families by Todd Parr (2007) 

6. We See the Moon by Carrie A. Kitze 

(2003) 

Social Studies 

1. Jin Woo by Eve Bunting and illustrated by 

Chris Soentpiet (2001) 

2. My Mei Mei by Ed Young (2006) 

3. A New Barker in the House by Tomie 

DePaola (2002) 

4. In Our Mothers’ House by Patricia Polacco 

(2009) 

5. Families by Susan Kuklin (2006) 

 

 

 

English Language Arts 

1. Before You Were Mine by Maribeth Boelts and 

illustrated by David Walker (2007) 

2. I Wished for You: An Adoption Story by Marianne 

Richmond (2008) 

3. Maggie Can’t Wait by Frieda Wishinsky and illustrated 

by Dean Griffiths (2009) 

4. Young Zeus by G. Brian Karas (2010) 

5. The Story of Pinocchio retold by Katie Daynes and 

illustrated by Mauro Evangelista (2005) 

6. The Red Thread: An Adoption Fairy Tale by Grace Lin 

(2007) 

7. King & King & Family by Linda de Haan and illustrated 

by Stern Nijland (2004) 

8. A Pup Just for Me/ A Boy Just for Me by Dorothea P. 

Seeber and illustrated by Ed Young (2000). 

 

Health 

1. Emma’s Yucky Brother by Jean Little and illustrated by 

Jennifer Plecas (2001) 

2. Emma’s Story by Deborah Hodge and illustrated by Song 

Nan Zhang (2003) 

3. We Are Adopted by Jennifer Moore-Mallinos and 

illustrated by Rosa M. Curto (2007)| 

4. My Family is Forever by Nancy Carlson (2004) 

5. The Red Blanket by Eliza Thomas and Joe Cepeda 

(2004) 

6. Mommy Near, Mommy Far: An Adoption Story by Carol 

Antoinette Peacock and illustrated by Shawn Costello 

Brownell (2000) 

 

 

Adoption 
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Mathematics 

 In Mathematics, I would use the literature in a few ways, including counting, 

adding, subtracting.  I would also use the images and text and inspire mathematics 

problems for the children to solve. For example, in the book Nikolai, The Only Bear, 

there are a hundred children.  We could figure out how many boys, girls, and bears 

there are in certain pictures.  Also, we could solve how many children are missing in 

certain pictures, keeping in mind that there are one hundred.  Another example is 

creating a counting book, similar to the book, Ten Days and Nine Nights. 

Science 

 In Science, I would use the literature to in discussions about animal habitats. I 

would use books like Murphy’s Three Homes: A Story for Children in Foster Care to 

discuss what certain animals need in their homes. This book could also be used to talk 

about certain animals that have more than one home, such as animals that migrate. A 

second idea would be to create a new type of animal species by blending two existing 

species.  Books that would support this lesson are Lamb-a-roo and Our Twitchy.  

Physical Education 

 In Physical Education, I would use the literature to inspire movement activities. 

For example, the illustrations in the book, In My Heart, are very expressive.  I would 

have the students act out the book using their bodies to exaggerate and express their 

emotions.  All of the books listed in this category could be used to create a dance in 

which they become the characters.  

Arts Education 

 In Arts Education, I would use the literature to provide examples of different types 

of media.  We could use mixed media as shown in Chickerella and paint as modeled in 

Oh! Brother.  Also, I could have the students use computer programs to create images 

similar to the ones in We Belong Together: A Book about Adoption and Families. We 

could also create new illustrations for the books that we read.  

Social Studies 

 In Social Studies, we would focus on learning about other cultures and different 

ways in which people live.  In addition, we would study alternative family structures 

including same-sex couples and racially mixed families. We would use books like 

Families to support our conversations. Another idea is to locate the locations of these 

families on a globe.  

English Language Arts 

 In English Language Arts, we would read the literature as a class, in pairs, and 

individually.  We would also engage in discussions about the books.  I would encourage 

the students to share their thoughts about the books and consider what others think. We 



5 
 

would also write our own literature inspired by the books we read.  For example, the 

author writes two different perspectives in the book, A Pup Just for Me/A Boy Just for 

Me. I would have the children write their own dual perspective stories.  Another idea is 

to write an alternative fairytale, similar to King & King & Family and The Red Thread: An 

Adoption Fairytale.  

Health 

 In Health, we would focus on learning about different types of families.  We would 

also look at the roles and responsibilities of different family members and where the 

newly adopted child fits. For example, in the book, The Red Blanket, the woman is in 

her mid-forties and single when she adopts her daughter.  This type of family is much 

different than the family described in Emma’s Story, which seems to be a large family.  

All of the literature could be used in Health since they all discuss the topic of families, 

which is discussed in the Health curriculum.  
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Annotations 

Symbols:  Written by a Saskatchewan author  

        Written by a Canadian author 

Genres: 

Realistic Fiction 

Emma’s Yucky Brother written by Jean Little and illustrated by Jennifer Plecas (2001) 

 
This book shares a young girl’s anticipation as she awaits meeting her new brother and 

then her disapointment upon meeting him.  He is nothing like she thought he would be 

and they struggle to develop a relationship.  The young boy expresses how much he 

misses his foster care home and has difficulty adapting to a new family.  Eventually, the 

two new siblings overcome their differences and form a loving bond.  

Themes: Relationships do not always occur easily but they are worth the work. 

Megan’s Birthday Tree: A Story About Open Adoption written by Laurie Lears and 

illustrated by Bill Fransworth (2005) 

A book about a girl named Megan, who has a close relationship with her birth mother 

since she is part of an open adoption.  They regularly send each other letters and 

photos. When Megan was born her birth mother planted a tree to represent Megans 

growth and every year she takes a picture of the tree on the girl’s birthday.  Megan 

becomes worried when she discovers her birth mother is going to move and worries she 

will forget about her without the tree to remind her.  The birth mother tells her that she 

will always remember her but then surprises her by showing is moving the tree, as well.  

Megan realizes her importance to her birth mother and that they will never lose touch.  

Theme: The strength of a relationship between mother and daughter. 

Murphy’s Three Homes: A Story for Children in Foster Care written by Jan Levinson 

Gilman and illustrated by Kathy O’Malley (2009) 

In this book, the author has created many parellels between the puppy’s life and the life 

of a child who is in foster care.  The puppy is given up by his mother to another family 

because she is unable to properly care for him.  The new family is too busy for him so 

he ends up at the dog pound.  After being in three homes, he begins to feel unwanted, 

as if he is bad luck.  Then he finds a family who cares for him properly and he is joyful 

when he discovers they love him, too.  

Theme: We are all special and worthy of a loving family. 

In My Heart by Molly Bang (2006) 

A mother shares how her adopted child is always in her heart.  She explains that when 
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is doing simple tasks, like taking off a jacket or talking, her child is still in her heart.  She 

states that they will always be there for each other.  The mother knows that she’s in her 

child’s heart, as well. 

Theme: The special bond between mother and child. 

Before You Were Mine written by Maribeth Boelts and illustrated by David Walker 

(2007) Award: Henry Bergh Children’s Book Award: Fiction Companion Animals 

A boy asks his newly adopted dog what his life was like before he was his dog. He 

wonders if he had a loving family and why they let him go.  He wonders if he was 

mistreated and how he got away.  He questions many possible reasons then exclaims 

he is very happy to have a new dog in his life.  

Theme: The special bond between animals and humans. 

Emma’s Story written by Deborah Hodge and illustrated by Song Nan Zhang (2003) 

 
This book is about a young Chinese girl who becomes upset when she realizes how 

different she looks from the rest of her family.  Her grandma lovingly reminds the girl 

about how she was adopted into their family.  She reminds her of how excited the family 

was to finally meet her and special she is to them. The grandmother explains how the 

entire family, including aunts and uncles, held a celebration once she arrived.  The 

young girl realizes families don not always look alike but they love each other and that is 

what matters. 

Theme: Love is what makes a family. 

 

Jin Woo written by Eve Bunting and illustrated by Chris Soentpiet (2001) 

An adopted child, named David, shares his feelings as his family prepares to adopt a 

child from Korea. He expresses that he does not want a new brother and worries that 

his parents will not love him as much.  His worries are relatable for other children who 

are about to receive a new family member.  When David meets his new brother, Jin 

Woo, he decides that he likes him.  His parents reassure him that they will always love 

both boys equally, which helps David fully open his heart to Jin Woo. 

Theme: Adjusting to new siblings. 

Modern Fantasy 

Nikolai, the Only Bear written by Barbara Joosse and illustrated by Renata Liwska 

(2005) 

A book about a three year old bear who is the only bear in a Russian orphanage.  The 

keepers regularly become frustrated by him because they do not understand “bear” and 

want him to speak Russian.  Also, they do not appreciate his behaviour, even though he 

simply acting like a bear. This story helps others to appreciate differences and 

understand that they do not need to assimilate.  An American family hears of Nikolai 
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and decides to adopt him.  They are a perfect match with Nikolai and even try to 

communicate and play the same way he does. Nikolai decides they are the family for 

him and they happily return to America.  

Themes: Valuing diversity and everyone deserves to be loved and respected. 

Monster Baby written by Dian Curtis Regan and illustrated by Doug Cushman (2009) 

A story about a monster baby that is left on a family’s doorstep, who welcomed him into 

their family.  He develops physically and mentally at a very fast rate and even graduates 

university within the first few weeks of his life.  The young monster is readily accepted 

by the entire community and is happy with his new family.  He even befriends another 

monster who has been adopted by a neighbouring family.  The book is humourous and 

displays adoption as a positive experience. 

Themes: Seeing the positive aspects of people. 

The Lamb-a-roo written by Diana Kimpton and illustrated by Rosalind Beardshaw 

(2006) 

A young lamb is lonely and cries for a mother.  A female kangaroo is sad because she 

does not have a baby.  The two animals meet and instantly fell in love and decide to be 

a family.  The mother’s friends and family welcome the lamb into their lives as a new 

family member.  Soon, the lamb and kangaroo become upset because they are different 

so they try to change to look like each other.  They then realize that they do not need to 

change because they love each other exactly the way they are. 

Theme: Love is what makes a family. 

Our Twitchy written by Kes Gray and illustrated by Mary McQuillan (2003) 

This book is about a bunny who begins to question why his parents do not hop like he 

does.  They explain to him that his real bunny parents were unable to care for him so 

they decided to care for him.  They explained that they are a cow and a horse and they 

are different. Twitchy, the bunny, becomes very upset and runs away from his parents 

and tries to change himself to look like them.  They find him and explain that they love 

him just the way he is. 

Theme: Love is what makes a family. 

I Wished for You: An Adoption Story by Marianne Richmond (2008) Awards: Mom’s 

Choice Award Recipient, Book of the Year – Creative Child Magazine 

An adopted young bear asks his mother to tell him again why he is her wish come true. 

She explains that she felt like her heart was miss something and so she began to wish 

for him.  Eventually, she took action to make her wish come true by signing papers and 

waiting for a long time.  Finally, the day came when she could meet her new baby bear. 

The young bear asks if he is what she wished for and she explains that he is better than 

she could ever imagine. Note: This book does mention God a few times throughout the 
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story. 

Theme: The special bond between mother and child. 

Maggie Can’t Wait written by Frieda Wishinsky and illustrated by Dean Griffiths (2009) 

 Awards: B.C. Book Prizes: Christie Harris Illustrated Children’s Literature 

Prize  

This is a story about a family of cats who are about to adopt a baby kitten.  The 

daughter is very excited for her new sister and imagines showing her off to her 

community.  Her spirits are brought down when a classmate says that her new sister is 

ugly.  The daughter, Maggie, becomes very upset and begins to dread meeting her new 

sister. However, after a special moment with her new sister she realizes how special 

she is and decides that she is beautiful, after all. 

Theme: All families are special. 

Traditional Literature 

Young Zeus by G. Brian Karas (2010) 

Based off of Greek mythology, this book shares how young Zeus was adopted and 

cared for by a goat.  His mother had to give him up to the goat to keep him safe from his 

father. Later in life, his mother returns to explain why she left him and explains that his 

brothers and sisters are in the stomach of his father.  Zeus sets out on a mission to safe 

his siblings and defeat the titans. 

Themes: Outsmarting evil to help the ones you love. 

The Story of Pinocchio retold by Katie Daynes and illustrated by Mauro Evangelista 

(2005) 

A carpenter creates a boy puppet named Pinnochio and he magically comes to life.  

The boy runs away and disobeys his new father.  He learns that he will never be able to 

be a real boy without becoming a good boy.  Pinocchio realizes he was wrong and 

saves his father from a whale that swallowed him whole.  Pinocchio is then able to 

become a real boy who is respectful of his father. 

Theme: The importance of being a caring and respectful person. 

The Red Thread: An Adoption Fairy Tale by Grace Lin (2007) 

A story of a king and queen who feel as if there is something missing in their hearts.  

They feel a great amount of pain and asked a peddler for help who asked them to try on 

his spectacles.  With the spectacles, they were able to see a red thread that lead from 

their hearts to an unknown location.  The red thread represents an ancient Chinese 

belief that an invisible, unbreakable red thread connects people who are meant to be 

together. They decide to follow the thread and travel very far until they find what their 

thread is connected to.  They discover a small baby and are told that the baby belongs 
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to them. They take the baby home and live happily ever after. 

Theme: Fate will lead us to our destiny. 

Thumbelina retold by Brian Alderson and illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline (2009) 

The story of Thumbelina, a thumb-sized girl who grew from a flower.  Her mother, who 

was unable to have children, asked a witch to give her a daughter.  Once Thumbelina 

was born, she was soon stolen by a toad who wanted her to marry one of her children. 

Thumbelina eventually escaped and found refuge with a fieldmouse.  However, the 

fieldmouse arranged for her to marry a mole and once again, she escaped.  A swallow 

that she saved helped her to find small people like here where she was finally happy. 

Theme: Helping others 

Chickerella by Mary Jane and Herm Auch (2005) 

A different version of the traditional story of Cinderella.  This story is about a  chicken 

who is adopted by her stepmother when her father dies.  When Chickerella hears about 

a ball that her sisters are going to, she asks if she can join.  She states that she does 

not want to get married but instead simply wants to see the ball gowns.  In response, 

her mother locks her in the springhouse so that she cannot come.  A fairy goosemother 

appears and helps Chickerella make it to the ball where she dances the night away with 

the prince.  The next day, instead of getting married, Chickerella and the prince decide 

to start their own fashion line. 

Theme: The triumph of good over evil. 

Multicultural and Diverse Literature 

My Mei Mei written and illustrated by Ed Young (2006)  

This book is about a Chinese American girl who tells her parents she wants a sister to 

play with.  Her parents agree and adopt a baby girl from China. At first, the older sister 

does not like her new sister because she can’t speak or play with her.  As they grow up 

they spend more and more time together, strengthening their bond.  The older sister 

realizes how special her sister is and expresses her love for her.   

Theme: Learning what being an older sibling is all about. 

A New Barker in the House by Tomie De Paola (2002)  

This is a story of a family of dogs who welcome a new puppy into the family who is from 

another country and speaks Spanish.  At first the two siblings of the new puppy are 

unable to understand him and try to assimilate him to their lives.  They soon realize that 

he is not happy doing everything that they want to do.  They begin to teach him English 

words while their new brother teaches them Spanish words.  The book introduces the 

audience to a variety of Spanish words. The three puppies learn to play together 

cooperatively while keeping everyone’s interests and culture in mind.   

Theme: Families are diverse and differences make us special. 
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Ten Days and Nine Nights: An Adoption Story by Yumi Heo (2009) Award: Parents’ 

Choice Awards – Picture Books: 2009 

A girl anxiously counts down the days until her new baby sister arrives from Korea.  

Each day she completes a task in preparation of the arrival of her new sister.  Some of 

theses tasks include washing her old teddy bear, drawing pictures, and setting up new 

furniture.  Finally, after ten days and nine nights, she lovingly holds her new baby sister 

in her arms.  

Theme: The love between siblings, even before they meet. 

King & King & Family by Linda de Haan and Stern Nijland (2004) 

Two kings decide to visit the jungle for their honeymoon. They travel all around the 

jungle and come across many different types of animals.  They comment on all of the 

babies they see and wish that they could have a baby, too.  Once they arrive home they 

discover there is a young girl in their suitcase. They are very excited to see her and 

decide to adopt her as their daughter.  

Theme: All types of families are special. 

Guji Guji by Chih-Yuan Chen (2004) Translated book. Awards: ALA Notable 

Children’s Books: Younger Readers Category (2005) and Virginia Readers’ 

Choice Award: Primary School (Grades K-3) 

The story of how a crocodile egg accidently rolled into a duck’s nest. The duck cared for 

all the eggs until all of the eggs hatched, including the crocodile.  However, the mother 

still cared for the crocodile baby and treated him as if he was a duckling.  She taught 

him how to act like a duck and he did not even realize that he was different. A trio of 

mean crocodile try to convince Guji Guji, the crocodile baby, into letting them eat his 

brothers and sisters.  Luckily, Guji Guji tricks the other crocodiles and scares them away 

for good.  All of the ducks celebrate and welcome him as the first “crocoduck”. 

Theme: Diverse families should be valued.  

In Our Mothers’ House by Patricia Polacco (2009) 

This book tells the story of a same-sex couple and their three adopted children.  Written 

from one of the children’s perspective, she tells of the wonderful experiences she had in 

her mothers’ house.  She explains how caring and active her mothers were in her life.  

The daughter shares how another family was disrespectful to her moms and her siblings 

did not understand why. Yet, her mothers stayed strong and continued being positive 

people.  The family is described as very close, affectionate, and supportive of each 

other. 

Theme: Families are diverse and differences make us special. 
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Poetry 

Made in China: A Story of Adoption written by Vanita Oelschlager and illustrated by 

Kristin Blackwood (2008) 

This is a story about a young girl who discovers she was “made in China” and feels like 

she is less of a person because of it.  She compares herself to toys and clothes that 

have a “made in China” tag on them and becomes upset.  Distraught, the girl seeks an 

explanation from her father who explains where she was “made”.  The father shares 

how she was born in China but her loving mother could not keep her.  She learns how 

her parents welcomed her into their family and has made their lives feel complete. She 

realizes that she is more important than just a toy “made in China”. 

Theme: All children should realize their importance by developing a positive identity. 

Oh, Brother! written by Nikki Grimes and illustrated by Mike Benny (2008) 

A book of poems written from the perspective of a boy named Xavier, who is having 

trouble accepting his new stepbrother.  He does not want anyone else to join his family 

and does not want to share his mother. He becomes angry with his new stepbrother 

because he thinks he is trying to be “perfect”.  Over time he realizes that his stepbrother 

is fearful of losing another parent and only wants to be a good brother.  The two boys 

become good friends and the family celebrates a new addition to the family. 

Theme: Taking the time to get to know others; do not judge someone before you get to 

know them. 

Dogku by Andrew Clements (2007) Award: Kentucky Bluegrass Award: Grades K-2 

This entire book is written in haiku form, each page has a new poem. A stray dog shows 

up on a family’s door step.  They let him stay on a trial basis and the dog begins to fall 

in love with the family.  After a family discussion the family decides that they will adopt 

the puppy and everyone celebrates the new member of the family. 

Theme: Opening your family to include new members. 

A Pup Just for Me/ A Boy Just for Me written by Dorothea P. Seeber and illustrated by 

Ed Young (2000) 

A young boy wants to adopt a puppy but his family members want to change his mind.  

They offer him all different types of pets but he consistently reminds them that he wants 

a dog.  At the same time, a puppy is searching for a boy to take care of him.  He cannot 

seem to find a family that fits him and he ends up at the animal shelter.  The boy 

decides to visit the shelter and the two immediately choose each other.  

Theme: The bond between pets and their owners. 

Little Miss Spider by David Kirk (1999) 

A story, written in verse, about a newly born spider that begins to search for her mother.  

She meets a beetle who is willing to fly her around so that she can find her mother.  The 

javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EUI%20%22432046%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
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two of them are unable to find her mother and almost get eaten on their journey.  At the 

end of the day, the beetle tenderly asks if she could be the little spiders mother.  The 

spider happily says yes, as she realizes the beetle loves her the most. 

Theme: Love is what makes a family. 

We See the Moon by Carrie A. Kitze (2003) 

This book, written as a poem, poses many of the questions that adopted children may 

be wondering.  The questions include why the parents left the child and if they ever 

think of him/her.  The book is based off of the idea that people can content by looking at 

the moon because we all see the same moon. The paintings included in the book are 

created by Chinese peasants and represent the Chinese culture. This book could be 

used as a way to start discussions with children about adoption. 

Theme: We are all connected. 

Informational Books 

We Are Adopted written by Jennifer Moore-Mallinos and illustrated by Rosa M. Curto 

(2007)  

This book shares the story of an adopted girl from Russia who explains adoption and 

the adoption of her brother, also from Russia.  She shares that her real parents were 

unable to care for her but wanted her to have a good life.  She is happy with her 

adopted family and welcomes her new brother into her life.  Her parents are very 

supportive of them learning about their Russian culture.  The children participate in 

activities that help them to learn about their culture and other cultures, as well. She is 

very proud of her family and her identity. 

Themes: All families are special. Families should love and support each other. 

An Adoption Alphabet written by Sonya Corbin Dwyer and photographed by Dean 

Peckford (2008)  

An alphabet book that helps to explain adoption to children.  Each letter shares 

something new about adoption and how the adopted parent(s) felt about the adopted 

child. The book sends a very positive message about welcoming adoptive children and 

how much love they can bring to a family.  Birthparents are commonly referred to in a 

positive and manner; the author continually expresses a deep appreciation for their gift 

of life.  

Theme: There are many special things  about adoptive families.  

Families by Susan Kuklin (2006) 

This book is filled with a diversity of families, including a few adoptive families.  The 

adoptive families mentioned include same-sex parents and multicultural families.  The 

book is written in an interview style and are from the childrens’ perspectives.  All of the 
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families share how they are unique and why they love their families. 

Themes: All families are special and should be celebrated. 

My Family is Forever by Nancy Carlson (2004)  

A book inspired by the author’s friends and their experience with adoption.  The book is 

written from the adopted child’s point of view.  She shares her story with a friend and 

explains how her parents flew to another country to bring her to their new home.  She 

reminisces about the many fun adventures her family has had and briefly wonders 

about her birth parents.  The story ends with her exclaiming that she loves her family 

and they will always be there for each other. 

Theme: All families are special and should love and support each other. 

We Belong Together: A Book About Adoption and Families by Todd Parr (2007) 

This book shares reasons why families belong together.  The author explains how some 

children need homes while some families have love and kisses to share with a new 

child. This book could be used to help children understand why some children are 

adopted and why some families choose to adopt children. 

Theme: Understanding how adoptive families are formed. 

Historical Fiction and Biography 

A Seal in the Family written by Maria Coffey and illustrated by Eugenie Fernandes 

(1999)  

Based on a true events, this is a story about a man who discovers an abandoned baby 

seal.  He takes the seal in to live with him and his many other animals.  He keeps the 

seal in his bathtub and cares for it well.  Eventually the seal is grown and needs to be 

returned to the ocean.  The man releases the seal back to its natural habitat.  The seal 

continues to visit the man with its new baby. 

Theme: Families can be made up of more than just people.  

The Red Blanket written by Eliza Thomas and illustrated by Joe Cepeda (2004) 

This book is an expanded version of the story that the author shared with her daughter 

when explaining how she adopted her.  The author was a single woman at the age of 46 

when she decided she wanted to adopt a child.  She eventually received the news that 

she could adopt a baby girl living in China in an orphanage.  The mother shares how 

difficult the change was for her daughter and the only thing that comforted her was a red 

blanket.  The daughter’s love for her blanket grew and she still keeps it with her.   

Themes: Single parents can make great parents.  Certain items, such as blankets, can 

hold powerful and significant meaning. 

Mommy Near, Mommy Far: An Adoption Story written by Carol Antoinette Peacock and 

illustrated by Shawn Costello Brownell (2000) 
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The author wrote this story in the perspective of her adoptive daughter, Katherine.  She 

asks her mother if her mother’s parents adopted her from China, too.  Her mother 

explains that she was born in America and came from her mother’s tummy.  Katherine 

wonders why her mother in China did not want her.  Her mother explains that she had 

no choice and that they all love her very much.  Katherine realizes how important she is 

and how much she loves her family. 

Theme: The bond between mothers and daughters. 

Kids Like Me in China by Ying Ying Fry with Amy Klatzin and photographed by Brian 

Boyd, Terry M. Fry, and Ying Ying Fry (2001) 

An eight year old girl decides to return to the orphange in China in which her parents 

found her.  Over the next two weeks, she reconnects with her caregivers and helps 

them care for the new babies.  She also meets children her age who have lived in the 

orphanage their entire lives.  They tell her what living in an orphanage is like and she is 

even invited to visit a primary school. She feels close to these people and feels that she 

fits in.  She becomes proud of her orphanage but still loves and appreciates her 

American family. 

Theme: Discovering your identity. 

And Tango Makes Three written by Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell and illustrated 

by Henry Cole (2005) 

The true story of two male penguins that decided to pair up as a couple.  When the two 

penguins notice the other penguin couples making nests, they make their own, as well.  

The penguins notice that the other couples are sitting on eggs and so they find an egg-

shaped rock to sit on.  They are seemingly upset when their “egg” does not hatch and 

so the zookeeper places a fertalized egg in their nest.  The couple happily take on the 

role of parents of their newly adopted baby.  They prove to be loving and caring parents 

when their new baby, Tango, is born. 

Theme: All families are special. 

Note: A few weeks ago, I spoke to you about my inability to find books written by First 

Nation or Metis people.  We both felt that there should be some First Nations or Metis 

literature on the topic of adoption.  However, after a great deal of searching, I still have 

not been able to find any literature. Also, during the same conversation, I mentioned the 

lack of Saskatchewan literature about adoption.  Luckily, I was able to find one book 

and was sure to include it in my unit.  I am disappointed in the lack of Saskatchewan, 

First Nations, and Metis literature about adoption and felt that it was important for me to 

leave this note. I want you to understand that I did not intentionally neglect this 

literature; I searched for many hours without success. 
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Facts about Adoption 

Here are a few facts about the topic of Adoption. 

 

1. In Canada, adoption is provincially mandated and rules and procedures vary from 

province to province (Adoption Council of Canada, 2010). 

 

2.  The adoption process begins with a house visit, which is completed by a social 

worker.  This assessment will determine whether or not you can move onto the next 

step in the adoption process (Adoption Council of Canada, 2010). 

3. A program called Canada’s Waiting Kids (CWK) has been created in partnership with 

the Adoption Council of Canada (ACC).  The program provides information and a 

referral service for families wanting to adopt (Canada’s Waiting Kids, 2011). 

4. There are more than 78 000 Canadian children in welfare organizations and more 

than 30 000 children do not have a permanent family.  This means that their birth 

parents do not have any parental rights of their children (Canada’s Waiting Kids, 2011). 

5. Since 1989, open adoptions have become increasingly popular in Saskatchewan.  

Open adoptions involve varying levels of connection with the birth parents (Government 

of Saskatchewan Social Service, 2011). 

6. Domestic adoption involves the Minister of Social Services permanently providing 

care for the child (Government of Education Social Services, 2011). 

7. When engaging in intercountry adoption, the parents must meet th specific criteria as 

determined by each country.  They should always have a second choice if they do not 

meet the needs of their first choice country (Government of Saskatchewan Social 

Services, 2011). 

8. The magazine, Adoption News, is available for Saskatchewan residents as a 

resource about adoption (Adoption Support Centre of Saskatchewan, 2011). 

9. The types of adoption available in Canada include public domestic, private domestic, 

private overseas, and private United States (Canada Adopts, 2001).  

10. In the United States today, approximately five million people have been adopted 

(San Antonio Adoption Fair, 2011). 
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