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Rationale 

 In this lesson, children will discuss roles and responsibilities in families.  A 

book about a girl with two dads will be read to the students and a conversation 

and activity will follow.  I would teach this lesson in a unit about families as 

aligned with the grade one Social Studies curriculum.  The reason I created this 

lesson was to integrate sexual difference into my lessons without teaching it as 

something that is “different”. The book displays same sex parents as fully-

capable and loving parents.  Therefore, children will be able to see same sex 

couples as acceptable and “normal” relationships that are just as legitimate as 

heterosexual couples.  The children will engage in a discussion that allows them 

to think critically in an age appropriate manner.  They will also begin to realize 

that all families are different and they must all work together to meet each other’s 

needs.  Through the use of the book, they will see that the dads are capable of 

meeting all of the young girl’s needs; she does not need a mom to have a happy 

and successful family.  The goal of the lesson is to teach about sexual difference 

in an inclusive way that helps children to appreciate all types of families.  In 

addition, I want the lesson to help children identify roles and responsibilities in 

families and how they contribute in their own families.  

 

Curriculum Analysis 

 This lesson fits into the grade one Social Studies curriculum and 

corresponds with outcomes and indicators IN1.2 a, b, d and IN1.3 a, b, c. Theses 

outcomes and indicators are defined in the lesson plan below.  They involve 
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discussing diversity in families and looking at how family members help to meet 

each other’s needs.  I like the fact that the indicator IN1.2a discusses looking at 

the positive attributes of families instead of focusing on how they are different.  I 

believe that children want to be accepted and want to belong; finding similarities 

with other families will help them to achieve this feeling.   By only focusing on 

differences, teachers can create divides in the classroom.  However, I do believe 

children need to be aware that differences do exist between people and these 

differences should be valued.  The only negative comment I have about the 

outcomes are that they do not mention anything about same sex parents.  I 

believe that this specification is important because I have noticed many teachers 

neglect discussing this “difference” in families.  Overall though, I was satisfied 

with the grade one social studies family outcomes and indicators.  
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Lesson Plan – Social Studies 
 

Name: Melissa Horvath    Topic: Family Roles and Responsibilities 
Grade: 1   Date: March 21, 2011        
  

Content: 
In this lesson students will listen to a story about a young girl with two dads.  The class will 
engage in a discussion about families, roles, and responsibilities.  Lastly, they will complete 
an activity sheet in which they identify who is responsible for different roles in their families. 

Outcomes: 
 
IN1.2 Discuss cultural diversity in the family and classroom, 
including exploration of similarities and differences 
a. Describe positive attributes of the individual students’ families. 
b. Recognize that families are varied and diverse.  
d. Identify ways in which families are similar and ways in which families  
are different. 
 
IN1.3 Assess ways in which relationships help to meet human 
needs. 
a. Identify human needs. 
b. Identify the groups to which individuals belong, and the needs  
met by membership within a group 
c. Compare how various groups, including family, classmates, friends,  
and significant adults within students’ lives, contribute to meeting  
needs. 

Assessment:  
- Activity sheet will be 
assessed using a checklist. 
 
 
Cross-Curricular 
Competencies 
- Developing Thinking, 
Literacies, Identity and 
Interdependence and Social 
Responsibility 

Materials/Resources: 
 - A Tale of Two Daddies by Vanita Oelschlager, Family Roles and Responsibilities activity 
sheets, pencils, colouring materials, talking wand  

Presentation: (60 min)  
Set: (10 min) 
- Ask students to find a seat on the reading carpet. 
- Have students share what they know about roles and responsibilities. 
- Read A Tale of Two Daddies to students.  While reading the book, ask students to share 
who, in their families, are responsible for the roles described in the book.  

Development: (35 - 40 min) 
- After reading the book, engage the students in a discussion.  Introduce the talking wand 
and remind the students that they need the talking wand to share.  
- Ask students the following questions.  Pass the talking wand to the students who want to 
share. 
     - The young girl in the book has two daddies. Do you think she needs a mommy? Why 
or why not? 
     - Are there are any jobs (roles or responsibilities) that the daddies cannot do? 
     - What are some of the young girls’ responsibilities? 
     - What are some of your responsibilities at home? 
     - Do you think her daddies are good parents? Do they love and care for her? 
- Show students Family Roles and Responsibilities activity sheet and explain the 
instructions: 
     - Students must identify who is responsible for each of the roles on the two sheets.  
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They must write the name(s) of the family member(s) in the spaces provided. 
     - They must identify and draw a picture of their favourite responsibility 
     - Students can colour the pictures. 
- Write family names on the board (Mom, Dad, Sister, Brother, Grandma, Uncle, etc.) 
- Hand out activity sheets and let students return to their tables to begin working. 

Closure: (10 min) 
- Ask a few students to share their favourite responsibility with the class and explain why 
they chose it.  
- Have students place their sheets in their Social duo-tangs and clean up their materials. 

 

Adaptations: 
     - For students who experience difficulty reading:  
          - Images will be provided with written descriptions on activity sheets. 

- Roles will be read together as a class. 
    - For students who experience difficulty with spelling or writing: 
          - Family names will be written on the board for students to refer back to. 
  
Extensions: 
    - Students who finish early can share their sheets with another classmate who 
is finished. 
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Presentation 
 

1. Lesson that integrates sexual difference into a 
discussion of family roles and responsibilities 
 

2. Used the book A Tale of Two Daddies by Vanita 

Oelschlager 
       - published in 2010 
 

3. Liked the book because: 
      - Dads could meet all of the daughters’ needs 
      - No “feminine” and “masculine” dad 
      - Promote same-sex parents (especially two males) 
as fully capable and loving parents 
 

4. Lesson: 
a) Read book and have a discussion: 
       - Were there any needs or roles that the girl’s dads 
could not fulfill 
    - Do you think her daddies were good parents? 
        - What are some of your responsibilities at home? 
b) Role sheet 
        - Fill in who is responsible 
        - Write names on board (mom, dad, sister, 
grandma) 
        - Share and compare when done 
c) Adaptations 
        - pictures and words  
        - 3

rd
 page can just draw favourite responsibility 

d) Curriculum 
        - Fits in S.S. curriculum and the English – reading, 
writing, representing, listening and viewing.  
 
 


